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THE TOP TWENTY LANGUAGES
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' terms of the number of native speakars, twelve of the top

twenty langeages belong to the Inde-European family, many

speead by colonial mxpansion, as in the case of English,
Spanish, and Porfuguess.

THE TOP TWENTY LANGUAGES
n tzrms of the number of native speakers, twelvz of the top
twenty languazes belong te the Ido-Zuropean family, many
spread by colonial expansion, 25 in the 2as2 of English,
Spanish, and Portuguese

Mathar tongue speakers (milliens)

Mother tostgue speakers (milficns) I Chiness 1,000 17 Freuch i
§ Chinese 1,000 11 Frewch 2 English 350 12 Prnjabi bl
2 English 350 12 Punjabi 3 Spawich 250 13 Jupese 65
3 Spanish 250 13 fvamese § Hind 200 14 Bilwari 63
., Lot 200 1 Bibari 5 Ambic i50 15 Juadiar &5
Arbic 150 i P - -
5 13 il 6 Bengaii i50 16 Korean 6
6 Bengali 150 16 Karean - b . - s
2 150 17 Tl 7 Besian 50 17 Telugs
o 18 St 8 Porruguee 135 18 Tamil 55
9 Japanese 120 19 Marashi 9 Japanese 120 19 Marathi 50
10 German Tog 20 Vieamese 10 Gernian 100 20 Vietnamese 3¢
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Woed order type Example languages

V0 “cows eat grass™  English: Finnish Chiness;
Rwshili

S0V rows grasseat”  Hindilrd; Turkish,
Japanese, Korean

VS Cealcwes gess” Classical Arabic, Welsh,
Samoan

V05 “eal grass cows”  Malagasy (an Austronesian
|anguage of Medagascar),
Trntzil (= Mayan languags
uf Central Amarica}

MY “grasscowseat”  Kabandian (2 language of
the narthern Caucasus)

OVS  “grasscatcows”  Hedaryana (a Carib

language of Brari%
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